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Testimony for Randy Koettcr
Koetter Woodworking
U.S. House of representative
House Agriculture Committee
Scottsburg High School
July 28, 20006

The following is the testimony of Randy Koetter, CEO of Koetter Woodworking,
Starlight, Indiana.

L. Introduction

Good morning Mr. Chairman and Members of US Agticulture Committee. Also
welcome to Southern Tndiana. [ would like to first thank my Congressman Mike Sodre]
for his leadership in having this committce hosted here in my home area.

Koctler Woodworking was started in 1959 by Tom and Mary Francis Koeller, my
parents. We now have been in business over 47 year. The business is operated by my
four other brothers and me. We have over 750 team members as employces with
facilitics in Indiana and Kentucky.

Our business focus is hardwoods. We produce cabinet, furniture components,
architectural millwork, hardwood flooring, molding, and doors. In fact one of our
subsidiaries restored the flooring and some molding in the oval office of the White Housc
and the East Room of the Whitehouse Jast year.

Our family is dedicated to the support, practice and educates the importance of
sustainable forest management, which ensures the proper use of our woodlands for
generations to come. Our family developed the Forest Discovery Center next to Koetter
Woodworking as an education and entertainment facility that is open to educate the
public on importance of the hardwood industry and kecping hardwoods as a rencwable
resource. The Forest Discovery Center visitation will average 30,000 school age children
along with general public through the year.

Now some brief background information on our industry and issues that affect our
industry,
II. Indiana Forest Resources - Background

Forestland accounts for 20% of the land in Indiana of which 85% is comprised of private
land owners. Forestry means 54,000 jobs and $9 billion to the siatc’s cconomy annually.
I have attached background information,
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ITL. Torestry needs for the 2007 farm bill
Suggestions on improving the farm bill,
1. Continue and strengthen the forestry title of the farm bill.

2. Allow for reinvestment tax credit and or allowance to purchase and develop new
equipment that can improve efficiencies and reduce waste. This issue is critical and has
an impact when making business decision on rather to import various products or to
produce herc in Indiana. This will allow the smaller producer to drastically reduce waste
and increase production out of each piece of timber.

3. Increase federal research, The research focus on wood utilization — product research,
development activities, support and technology transfer is critical to our industry. In fact
our Senator Richard Lugar has been a leader on this issue.

4. Develop a 30 year carbon credit for hardwood tree planting initiative.

3. The need for 4 tax credit incentive for landowners to keeping their land in forestry is
equally important. This could be donc by some form of dircct payment for
environmental service for natural tree stand management. Return of cost share funding
for timber stand improvement is critical in keeping our most valuable renewable source.
Trees.

6. Access to world trade. We need a Icvel playing field.

7. Access to public lands to make better tree management and forestry practices on those
properties. These practices will decrease the like hood ol disease and fire while
supporting good consetvation practices.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 1 will answer an Y questions,
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Highlights

The contribution of forests to the Indiana economy is over S9 billion

annually.

* Forest-based manufacturing provides over
S8 billion in value of shipments. This is
about 6 percent of the Statewide value for
manufacturing,

* Forest-based recreation and tourism
expenditures contribute $1 billion.

* Sale of trees generates estimared revenue
of $175 million.

* The sale of associated forest products,
such as Christmas trees, maple syrup, and
firewood, contributes nearly $25 million.

Forest-based manufacturing provides employment for over 54,000 people

and generates payrolls of over $1.4 billion annnally.

4.3 million acres in Indiana are categorized as timberland.

Each 1,000 acres of timberland in Indiana directly supports 12 forest-

based manufacturing jobs.

For every acre of Indiana timberland, over $340 of direct forest-based

manufacturing payroll is generated annually.
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RANDALL F. KOETTER
President & CEO

Randall F. Koetter has more than 27 years of experience in the wood industry. Since 1978, Randy
has worked |n the family woodworking business along with his parents and four younger
brothers. Throngh the years, he has had the opportanity ro work in and oversee all aspects of the
business from transportation 1o operations to sales and marketing. Randy currently servas as
President of Koatter Woodworking, Ine. During hig time as President, sales have grown from $55
million to $85 million and shareholder valne has increasad from $26 million to $50 milllon, In
addition to his role as President, Randy facilitates a 3-day ¢oyrae of The Seven Habits of Highly
Rffastive People for his team members on a quarterly basis. Koetter Woodworking owng and
operates three subsidiaries and emplayees a total of 750 team members.

Randy is a member of the National Hardwood Lumber Association, the Indiana Harwood Lumber
Associntion, and the Kentucky Forest Industry.

Randly is very active in his community and serves on the Board of Directors for several
orgunizations including Clark Counly Communities in Schools, Southern Indiana Chamber of
Commerce, and Borden Town Fark, He is also an active member of St. John’s the Baprist Catholic
Church located in Starlight, Indiana.

Outside of his professional life, Randy enjoys spending time with his faraily, reacing, and
horseback riding,
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Committee on Agricultures

U.S, House of Represantatives
Required Witness Diselosure Form

House Rules* require nongovernmental witnesses to disclase the amount and source of
Federal grants received sinee Qctober 1, 2004.

Name: Lwtatd & Hig Aons
Address: J ,Zi {g “ir fﬂ¢ L f{ M AR A

Telephone: 37758 P24 A D

Organization you represent (If any): Mq y

1. Plcase list any federnl grants or contracti (Including subgrants and subcontracts)
You have recelved sinee Octoher 1, 2004, as well as the source and the amount of
each yrant or contract. House Rules do NOT require disclosure of federal paymonty
to Indlviduals, such as Social Security ur Medleare benefits, farm prograni
payments, or arsistance (o ayviewltural produeers;

Bource: Amount:
Source: Amount:
2. If you ara appearing on bohalf of an organlxation, please list wny federal grants or

controcts (Including subgronts and subcootracts) the orgnnization has recclved since
October 1, 2004, as well as tho source und the smount of ¢ach grant or contract:

Source; . . Amount:

Source: . Amaund;

Ploase ¢haek hore if this form is NOT applicable to you: 7 AR

Signaturu:m

* Rule X, clanse 2(g)(4) of tbe U.S. House of Reproasntativos pravided. Each commitice shall, to the
greqiest exlent practicably, regulre witnessas who appear hafors i1 (0 submit in advance written statements
of praposed testimany anid to limit thelr Imitlal prasantations 1o the commities to brief summaries theren/

In the case of a witngsx appenring in @ nongovernmemal eapacity, a written starament pf proposed
testimony shall include a curriewlum vitae and o diselosura of the amount and source (by agency and
program) of eagh Federal grani (or subgrant thereaf) or contract (or subcontract therenf) received during
tha eurrent flscal year or either of the twe pravieus fiseal yeass by the witness or by any entity representeed
by the wihiess.

PLEASL ATTACH DISCLOSURE FORM T'Q EACH COPY OF TESTIMONY.
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Commlttce on Agriculture
U.S, House of Representatives
Information Required From Non-governmental Withuises

House rules require non-governmantal witnogies to provide thelr rasume or blagraphleal skeich
prior to tostifylng. 17 you do not have o resume or blographieal gketeh svailable, ploase co miplate this
form.,

X Name: g“a gl £ £ E: g{m:‘
2, BusincssAddrass) IZy WMV"M

3. DBusinuss Phune Number: - B - LT
4. Organlzotion you represent: MMM
5. Plogse st any occupational, smployment, or work-related oxpariunes you have which

add to your qualifisation to provide estimony bafore the Cominittec:

< o) dosg Sheetimg
_ p e
o>

| lEp gl At Cosa Seens Mz i ey

e bord o Aa ) & Potopr nmowece Cor 37 Pss.

6. Ployse list any speclal tralnlng, educasion, er professianal experience you have which
add ta your qualifications o provide testimony befure tho Commiltice:

Lo duimy Folred Coounta Lo 2le Lo, bt o flodr

/ 5/ b ]

. If you are nppuaring on bebalf of an organization, please tist the capacity in which yon ars
representing that organizarion, Including any offices or elected positinns you hold:

@ + Lo £ Noe e Lloar A Loms

PLEASE ATTACH THIS FORM OR YOUR BIOGRAPHY TO EACH cory OF
TESTIMONY.



